
Bush River Community Council

June 18, 2012 Meeting Minutes

The June 2012 meeting of the Bush River Community Council (BRCC) was called to order by the Vice 
Chair, Randy Conlon, at 6:30 p.m. in the Anita C. Light Estuary Center small meeting room, Otter 
Point Road, Abingdon, MD, on June 18, 2012.  In attendance were Jamie Meier and Amber Venanzi, 
Aides to Harford County Council members Mary Ann Lisanti and Dion Guthrie, Andrew Tress, 
Legislative Aid for County Council President Boniface and Chris Henn, President of the Riverside 
Homeowners Association, and Lt H.J. Dougherty, Harford County Sheriff’s Offiice and Marissa Gallo 
from the Aegis.  Bush River Community Council Board members: Vice Chairman Randy Conlon, 
Kathleen Leary, Mary Starks, Recording Secretary were in attendance. BRCC board members 
Chairman Larry Carmichael, John Paff, Jo Wanda Lucas, Glenn Dudderar, Harry Webster, Jr. and 
Carolyn Shea were absent from the meeting. No one attended from the County Executive’s office. 
Five members of the Bush River community attended

Vice Chair Conlon opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and thanking them for coming.  

Harford County Sheriff’s Report
Lt H. J. Dougherty, reminded us that the Crime report information can be obtained at the Sheriff’s 
Office web site.  Burglaries in Harford County continue to be a concern.  The adult bookstores along 
Route 40 in the community continue to be monitored to assure owners have implemented steps to 
reduce lewd behavior.  The new South Precinct building foyer is being redone and makes entrance 
difficult.  The public is asked to call rather than visit until the work is completed.  He will check with 
Captain Swain to determine progress on big rig parking issues on Bata Boulevard and report at the next 
meeting.  In answer to a concern of an abandoned vehicle, white Sonata V6 with no tags, parked for 
several months in a bank-owned private driveway in Riverside, he will check the VIN number to 
determine if it is stolen and take appropriate steps to legally remove it.

Call for issues
An attendee indicated he was having problems with two County storm water drains on his property 
being clogged and backing water up into his home.  The county has not been responsive to his 
concerns.  It was recommended that he call Jane Walker or Patti Gonzalez who have been very 
responsive to this council in assisting in finding solutions to problems.  

Ms. Venanzi said Mr. Guthrie wanted to inform the attendees that on July 1 there will be a three- piece 
brass band concert in Mariner Park.  She said there are Grants for such concerts and he would like to 
increase the use of these grants in Edgewood and Bush River communities.  Planning is necessary as it 
takes 11 months to apply for and receive grants and they can be used for Jazz, Brass or Country 
performers.  She also said that Mr. Guthrie is working on legislation to enforce property maintenance 
within the county.  With many bank-owned properties due to the real estate/economic conditions, the 
county has no way right now to require the banks to mow grass and maintain the safety of the 
properties.  The county cannot afford to mow grass for all of these properties and it is becoming a 
serious safety and sanitation issue.

In regard to the Historic Land Trust presentation that was given at the May BRCC meeting by Mr. 
Harry Webster, Mr. Magness, county Parks and Rec, indicated that unfortunately funds were not 
available in the budget to support any of the proposals that were discussed.



Ms. Chris Henn presented several issues that Riverside HOA is concerned about:

Sidewalks on Declaration Circle and Caudwell Court were in disrepair, but are now being repaired.

Problems with speeders on Greys Run and Church Creek roads are constant and they have requested 
speed bumps be installed.  The County has a rule that no speed bumps will be considered unless there 
are 65 houses per mile and a study has shown that speeding is a problem.  It was pointed out that in 
other communities, speed bumps have been installed with far fewer homes that 65 per mile. It was 
discussed by the council:  if homeowners say there is a problem – a study should not be required to 
prove there is a problem!  There has been no date established for the study and meanwhile the safety of 
homeowners on that street is at risk.  If the study results show that no one is exceeding the speed limit 
than the limit should be lowered to resolve the problem for the community.

The abandoned home in Riverside is actually a bank-owned home and no action can be taken to force 
the bank to mow the grass and maintain the property at this time.  Hopefully, Mr. Guthrie’s work will 
eventually address these kinds of problems throughout the county.  Regarding abandoned vehicles:
No vehicle, trailers, campers, boats or vehicles can sit parked on county streets for more than 48 
continual hours in any 30-day period.  However, this does not apply if the vehicle is on private 
property.

No further questions or issues were raised and the Vice Chair adjourned the meeting at 7:45 pm.

NOTE:  The May 2012 Meeting Minutes were voted on and approved by the board via email.
The July 16, 2012 meeting will feature a presentation on laws, rules, regulations on water sports and 
recreation, safety/security on the water and questions/answers by Corporal Edward Smith, Harford 
County Supervisor for MD Dept of Natural Resources.

Submitted by:
Mary Starks
Secretary, Bush River Community Council
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